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(Concluded from page 180.] 


In 1799, Mr. M’Kean was elected governor of Penn- 


flict between the two great parties which were then 
assuming those distinct political ranks, into which, for 
many years, the people of our country continued to be 
divided. It is unnecessary to specify the political 
changes and occurrences preparatory to, and causing; 
his election in preference to his able and distinguished 
competitor—the honorable James Ross. His success, 
through what was termed “the momentum of Pennsyl- 


| has more duty to perform than the president of the 
United States, or any governor in the union.” 

It isthe paramount duty of the biographer, to “noth- 
ing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice;’’ to act 


dance of this principle, he is misleading, instead of in- 
structing; he is portraying a fictitious, instead of a real 
character; and every defect which he conceals, or eve- 
ry ornament which he amplifies, virtually involves a 
falsehood. His course is open and direct: he must nei- 
ther turn to the one side, to gratify national or family 
feeling; nor #0 the other, to indulge in private opinions 
or prejudices. Uninfluenced by personal motives, either 


vania politics,” paved the way for the accession of Mr. | Of fear or affection, he ought to consider his subject 
Jefferson to the presidency; and during the whole pe- | a8 attached to this world only in memory, and alike 
riod of that gentleman’s administration, the weight of | amenable to the voice of posterity, whether his deeds 
Mr. M‘Kean’s opinions and conduct was directed to | be good or evil. It is, then, with strict impartiality, 
the upholding of the principles which marked the poli- | that allusion is made to the party asperity which mark- 


sylvania. His election was the result of a warm con- 5 though ruin should ensue. Without the gui- 
} 


cy of the general government. 

On the sixth of November, 1799, at a town meeting 
held in Philadelphia, an address to the governor-elect 
was prepared and adopted, congratulating him on his 
election, asthe very principles of republicanism were 
involved in the issue. “In an integrity,” it said, “which 
has stood the test of half acentury, and in a firmness 
that neither cabal nor faction has been able to” shake, 
and in principles which stood unmoved amid the trials 
and perils of a revolution, we cannot but rely with con- 
fidence.” ‘On you, sir, not only the eyes of republi- 
can Pennsylvania, but the eyes of the republicans 
throughout the Union, are fixed; on you, a momentous 
trust has devolved, which engages all their attention 
and affections, and it is with pride, with honest pride, 
we avow our confidence, that the chief-magistrate of 
Pennsylvania will exhibit to the United States, an illus. 
trious example.” To this address, Mr. M‘Kean replied 
by stating the sincere pleasure which it afforded him, 
and tendering his thanks for the favourable opinion, and 
kind expressions, it contained. He trusted, that under 
his administration, their happy system of government, 
raised on the sole authority of the people, would, by 
the favour of God, be continued inviolate; and that nei- 
ther foreign nor domestic enemies, neither intrigue ,me- 


nace, nor seductions, should prevai! against it. ‘The 
constitution of the United States,and of Pennsylvania,” 


said he, ‘shall be the rule of my government; the secu- 
rity of persons, property, liberty, and reputation, my 
chiefest care; and my best endeavours shall be exerted 
to fulfil all your reasonable and just expectations.” 
That the duty which he was now called upon to per- 
form wes extremely arduous, may be inferred from the 
following extract of his letter to John Dickinson, dated 
twenty-third June, 1800. ‘“Though my situation in 
life is changed, my cares remain: [ have never had 
greater employment for body and mind, than for the 
last six months, unless when I was president of con- 


‘ gress. I have waded through a sea of troubles, and 


surmounted my principal difficulties. I have been 
obliged, (though no hercules,) fo cleanse the Augean 
stable, with little or no aid; for [ am my own minister 
and amanuensis. In about afortnight more, I expect 
calm seas and gentle breezes, if the intrigues and cor- 
ruptions of British rulers do not create a new agitatien 
ofthe wavesand winds. A goyernor of Penniylvania 
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ed, in particular, the period at which Mr. M‘Kean’s ad- 
ministration commenced.—The principle of removing 
| from office all those of opposite political views, whether 
their station be high or low, and however well quali- 
fied, honest, and active, they may be, may be founded 
| in party policy, but not in justice. Patriotic motives 
can have noagency in loading with reproach, and de- 
|truding from office, upright, and (according to their 
views, ) honest, politicians of a particular party, as men 
unworthy to partake of the honours, or even to eat the 
bread, of their country.—The triumph of party is every 
where the same; and every where it is indulged beyond 
| the boundaries of natural justice, and in a manner, more 
or less despotic and vindictive, according to the precurs 
sory excitement, and the obstacles in the way of success. 
But without particularising, when the power of parties 
| undergoes a revolution, whereby the weakest becomes 
| the strongest, is that change, of itself, a sufficient and 
| equitable cause for indiscriminately involving the whole 
| of the defeated party in one general proscription? On 
such occasions, are the possessions of the vanquished, 
however honorably acquired and honestly maintained, 
| to be, in the true spirit of the feudal system, inexora- 
bly parcelled out among the champions of the victofi- 
}ous leader’ As, among the holders of office, in the 
words ofa celebrated character, “few die, and none 
resign,” is nothing left but to cashier them? And what 
| sophistry can attempt to justify acts by which helpless 
| families are at once reduced to indigence, stripped of 
| their subsistence, and driven from their homes, not be- 
| cause the heads of them have not faithfully and honest- 
ly discharged the duties of their trusts, but because they 
| do not hold precisely the same political sentiments with 
the new party in power; however they may, at the same 
time, accord in the broad principles of national liberty, 
and love of country. 

The general truth of these observations will probably 
not be denied by any one, and the following remarks 
of Mr. M‘Kean to Mr. Jefferson contain no apology, 
and profess to contain no reason for the removal from 
office, without distinction, of those, who served under 
previous administrations; indeed, we find that, severe 

|e his detrusions were they were not, at the same time, 
| indiscriminate. They who will not acquiesce in the 
| justice of censure on his conduct upon this occasion, 
may, with much plausibility, be disposed to urge that, 
if at the commencement of his administration, he found 
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in office men that had been distinguished, in the previ- | 
ous contest, by intemperate and bitter hostility, towards | 
him and his friends, it might have been honestly consi- | 
dered as indispensable to the smooth, just, and efficient | 


operation of the wheels of government, and as a mark 
of proper respect for the clearly expressed will of the 
people, whose sovereignty he acknowledged, that he 
should supply those offices with others who, instead of 
counteracting and embarassing the efforts of his admin- 
istration, would promote and assist his endeavours to 
discharge his important official duties. And the force 
of this reasoning is not diminished, by the knowledge of 
the fact, that after his administration became once set- 
tled on a firm basis, he exhibited the same determina- 
tion in selecting men distinguished for their n-erit, 
without regard to party politics, as he had displayed, in 
times of higher party excitement,in preferring political 
friends, to political enemies. This spirit was illustrated 
in a particular manner, in many judicial appointments, 
and especially in twice choosing for the dignified sta- 
tion of chief justice of the state, gentlemen whose poli- 
tical feelings and associations were adverse to his own, 
but whose professional and personal characters render- 
ed them worthy of elevated public trusts. 

In a letter to Mr. Jefferson, dated tenth January, 1801, 
alluding to his removal of many political opponents 
from office at the time of his being chosen governor, he 
observes, *‘It is, at least, imprudent to foster spies con- 
tinually about oneself. [am only sorry that Idid not 
displace ten or eleven more; for it is not right to put a 
dagger in the hands of an assassin.” On the twentieth 
of July, 1801, he addressed the president of the United 


States, avowedly asthe agent of certain members of | . ) the 
| Injunctions of the constitution, did he offerand autho- 
| rise overtures to be made to discontinue two actions of 


the ruling party, in Delaware, relative to their political 
affairs, and to the individuals who had received and 
held offices under the previous, or Adams, administra- 
tion: “Itappears,” he observes, “that the anti-repub- 
licans, even those in office, are as hostile as ever, though 
not so insolent. ‘1oovercome them they must be sha- 
yen, for in their offices, (like Sampson’s hair-locks, ) 
their great strength lieth: their disposition for mischiet 
may remain, but the power of doing it will be gone. It 
is out of the common order of nature, to prefer ene- 
mies to friends; the despisers of the people should not 
be their rulers, nor men be vested with authority, ina 
government which they wish to destroy. A dagger 
ought,not to be put into the hands of an assassin.—Say- 
ings of this import are in the mouths of every body; and 
self-preservation seems to demand some attention to 
them.” 


But it is probable that no pubiic man of this country | 


excepting Washington, so deeply involved in public af- 
fairs as Mr. M‘Kean, has ever kept himself tree from 
some portion of political intemperance—some manifes- 
tations of party passion and prejudice. Such moreo- 
ver, is the nature of the constitution of Pennsylvania, 
with respect to the powers of its governor, that party 


spirit will be roused, and the feelings of individuals, go- | 


verned by personal interest, willbe exhibited, during 
every administration. Personal feelings of hope or dis- 
appointment, doubtless created for Mr. M‘Kean many 


enemies; yet during the whole constitutional period of | 


nine years the majority of the people were with him; 
and, at the present day, when the party asperities and 
bickerings of the times are, in some measure forgot- 
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veral petitions from a number of the citizens of the city 
and county of Philadelphia, were presented to the leg- 
islature, in the beginning of 1807, praying an inquiry 
into the official conduct ot the governor. A committee 
was accordingly appointed for that purpose, with direc- 


| tions to report whether he had so acted in his official 


capacity, as to require the interposition of the constit- 
tional powers of the house. ‘This committee, after a 
short investigation, reported, 

‘*1, That the governor did premeditatedly, wantonly, 
unjustly, and contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
the constitution, render void the late election, (in 
1806,) of a sheriff in the city and county of Philadel- 
phia. 

“II. That he usurped a judicial authority, in issuing 
a warrant for the’arrest and imprisonment of Joseph Ca- 
brera; and interfered in favour of a convict for forgery, 
in defiance of the law, and contrary to the wholesome 
regulations of the prison in Philadelphia, and the safety 
of the citizens. 

“III. That, contrary tothe true intent and meaning 
of the constitution, and in violation of it, did he appoint 
Dr. George Buchannan, lazaretto-physician of the port 
of Philadelphia. 

“1V. That under a precedent, acknowledged to have 
been derived from the King of Great Britain, and con- 
trary to the express letter of the constitution, did he 
suffer his name to be stamped upon plank patents, war- 
rants on the treasury, and other public official papers, 
and that too out of his presence. 

**V. That, contrary to law, did he supersede Dr. 


James Reynolds as a member of the board of health. 


“V1. That,contrary to the obligations of duty,and the 


| the commonwealth against William Duane and his surety 
| for an alledged forfeiture of two recognizances of one 
) thousand dollars each, oncondition that William Duane 
| would discontinue civil actions against his son, Joseph 
| Lb. M‘Kean, and others, for damages for a murderous as- 
sault committed by Joseph B. M'Kean and others, on 
William Duane.” 

The very terms of the report would indicate the spirit 
in which it was framed, even were it not known that 
| one of the committee, at least, was a principal agitator 
, of the impeachment, and intemperately attached to the 

disappointed party, which was labouring, unguibus, et 
_rostro, to disgrace and degrade the governor. ‘From 
even this limited inquiry,” say they, ‘the committee 
are led tothe conclusion, that the governor considers 
the constitution and the laws, as mere instruments of 
executive convenience,and of so ductile a character as to 
be moulded into any shape at the suggestion of passion 
ambition, or ipterest.” The avoidance of an election, 
under such circumstances, furnishes a meJancholy testi- 
monial of the insecurity of our rights, under the admin- 
istration of the present executive magistrate.” “The 
rights of the people of the city* ah ounty of Phila- 
delphia have been grossly trifled with, and scarcely a 


‘veil of the texture of a cobweb has been thrown over 


‘the unjust judgment of the governor, to render void 
their election and their choice.” “But what will be 
| said when the stupendous injustice is made known, that 
\the governor deducted four votes from the poll of 
judge Wolbert, which the witnesses themselves, upon 
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ten, it cannot be denied that his admin‘stration, in a | oath,declared they had given to William T.Donaldson!” 
general view, was marked by uncommon ability, and \**fhe committee would here ask, what security have 
with great benefit tothe state.—His messages to the | the people of Pennsylvania for their rights, sheuld such 
different legislative assemblies, are characterized by proceedings pass unpunished?” ‘A favourite and pro- 
peculiar eloquence and force of language, and are re- fligate sheriff may continue in office as long as a gover- 
plete with sound maxims of politi¢al wisdom; and clear | nor holds his place, and the incumbent will remain the 
practical views of the policy of government. pander of an executive appetite or vengeance.” “The 

In the years 1807 and 1808, an unsuccessful attempt | compromise offered by the governor to William Duane, 
was made to impeach bim, as governor, originating from |is of a character truly dark and alarming. The out- 
party malice, and the exasperation of designing and am- | —————————————————————eeeeeeeees a — 
bitious individuals, who found him too independent to *Every member present from the city voted in favour 
submit to their superintendence in public sfiairs. Se- | of Governor M‘Kean. 
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rage committed upon Mr. Duane transcends any thing 
in baseness and barbarity, ever perpetrated among us 
by men pretending to the honour of a soldier. After 
having beaten and bruised him until he was lifeless, 
they raised him from the earth on which he was pros- 
trate, that one of them might again knock him down; 
and these heroes of our constitution and laws, finished 
their murderous assault, by whipping the insensible | 
body of a man, that they had rendered lifeless by pre- | 
vious barbarity.”-—Finally, ‘‘under a sense of imperious 
duty, and the solemnity of the obligation under which 
they acted asrepresentatives of the people of Pennsy|- 
vania, and from a conscientious conviction,” the com- 
mittee reported the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That Thomas M‘Kean, governor of this 
commonwealth, be impeached of high crimes and mis- | 
demeanours.” 

Had this report not savoured so strongly of partiali- } 
ty; had its langaage been more temperate and dignified, 
its conclusions less rigorous and authoritative, it would 
have argued a better cause. On Thursday, the eighth 
of December, 1807, the resolution reported by the 
committee being under consideration, a motion was | 
made by the honourable John Sergeant, and seconded 
by Mr. Biddle, (both members from Philadelphia,) to 
postpone the further consideration thereof until the se- 
cond Monday in-January, 1808: the ayes and nayes be- 
ing called, there was an equal number of votes, and the 
motion failed. On the fifteenth of January, Mr. are 











ell, one of the committee which submitted the resolu- 
tion, called for its consideration: the votes being equal- | 
ly divided, the question was not carried. On the twen- | 
ty-seventh of January, Mr. Shewell renewed his motion 
for proceeding to the consideration of the resolution, 
which then prevailed. It is to be observed, that these 
motions proceeded from the party friendly to go- 
vernor M‘Kean, and who were anxious to determine the | 
invalidity of the charges. 

The resolution was now fairly before the house; and | 
the result which awaited the consideration of it, little 
accorded with the pleasant and confident anticipations 
of a majority of the select committee who gave it birth. | 
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presented a replication from the governor, relative to 
the charges exhibited against him by the committee, 
which, being read, Mr. Sergeant inquired whether the 
communication would be inserted on the journal? A 
variety of objections being made to this measure, a mo- 
tion was made by Mr. Sergeant,and seconded by Mr. 
Ingham, that the message be inserted at large on the 
journal: on the question being taken, it was determined 
in the affirmative. 

The defence of Mr. M‘Kean offers a bright contrast 
to the report of his accusers; and we cannot refrain from 
extracting its exordium, as an evidence of the dignity 
with which he repelled unestablished denunciations, of 
the moderation and magnanimity which he displayed 
throughout the replication, and of the self-command 
and respect, which forbade him to descend to the lan- 
guage of hisenemies. ‘A long and dangerousiliness,” 
he begins, “the sympathy of friends, and the advice of 
physicians, deprived me of an epportunity to peruse 
the journal, or to have the least knowledge, of the pro- 
ceedings in relation toan impeachment of my official 
conduct, for more than a month after the termination of 
the last session of the general assembly. And, since 
that period, a proper respect for the exercise of consti- 
tutional powers has restrained every disposition, on my 
part, to answer the charges which have been exhibited 
against me, while those charges continued a subject of 
deliberation. But the delicacy, which has thus recog- 
nized your constitutional jurisdiction, must not be al- 
lowed to absorb every consideration that is due to my 
own fame, to the feelings of my family, and to the 
opinion of the world. The accusation, though not con- 
firmed by the ultimate vote of the house, has been de- 
liberately framed, has been openly discussed, and will 
pass, among the legislative records, into the hands of 
our constituents, and our posterity, with all its concom- 
itant semblance of proof, and asperity of animadversion. 
The decision, that expresses your renunciation of the 
impeachment, affects me, indeed, with its justice and 
its independence; but it is a decision which precludes 
the employment of the regular means of defence, be- 
fore a competent tribunal, and, therefore, compels me, 





“The committee,” said they, “deem it superfluous to) forthe purposes of vindication, toclaim a page in the 
sustain the resolution which is submitted, by an appeal | same volume that serves to perpetuate against me the 
to the patriotism or the intelligence of the house. They | imputation of official crimes and misdemeanours, It 
are aware that they are anticipated by its judgment and | is incompatible; gentlemen, with my view of the solem- 
~ ee een so are for ee | hity of the —— oceans to wp a ~ = 
iat the feeble voice of the committee cannot be raised | vective or complaint. By exposing the depravity o 

to reach their tone. Justice, and the public welfare, | ether men, Ishould do little to demonstrate my own 
demand punishment. Do we desire to preserve our | innecence; and an expression of sensibility, at any per- 
ae - a — ee — the | a ae that _ ae ee ~— = — 
infractor of it. Do we desire the government of laws, | strued into an encroachment upon the freedom of leg- 
instead of that of the will of a public functionary ?—then| islative debate. But the enor of my public and od 
make him amenable to justice, who dares to substitute | vate life, will, L hope, be sufficient to repel every vague 
his willforthat of the laws. Do we desire to preserve | and declamatory aspersion. ‘The discernment of our 
our republican institutions’—then permit no man to | constituents will readily detect any latent motive of 
trample upen them with impunity. Do we hold the! hatredand malice. The justice of the legislature up- 
right of electing our public functionaries to be the es-| holds an ample‘shield against the spirit of persecution ; 
sence of free government, and its exercise to be dear, and the conscious rectitude of my own mind will yield 
to the freemen of Pennsylvania’—then render him | a lasting consolation, amidst all the vicissitudes ef pop- 
ee a who, - an ee Jiat = favour ~ a oe I a have erred in 
as laid it prostrate. Oo we consider virtue as the vi- judgment; that I may have been mistakenin my gene- 
tal principle of republican government’—then punish ral views of public policy, and that I may have been de- 
the officer who attacks republican virtue in her citadel; | ceived by the objects of executive confidence, or be- 
who, in disregard of public sentiment and public duty, | nevolence, | am not so vain, nor so credulous, as to de- 
and in defiance of solemn obligation, treats the people | ny; though, inthe present instance, I am still without 
as his patrimony, and their Lave as his inheritance.” | the pred dha without the belief:—but the firm and fear- 
Now,whether the legislature possessed less “judgment” | less position which I take, invites the strictest scrutiny, 
and ‘‘integrity” than the committee were aware of, or | upon a fair exposition of our constitution and laws, into 
ie? — Myon placed - = long, pnaeaees | the sincerity -_ — + “s - year “if ta an 
and inflated tirade of queries, and deductions, than it! my accusers,—that no act of my public hfe was ever done 
deserved, it did not at all alter the decision of the house, | from a corrupt motive; nor without a deliberate opinion 
which, on motion of Mr. Porter, seconded by Mr.Shew- | that the act was lawful and proper in itse(f.” Mr. M' 
ell, indefinately postponed the further consideration | Kean then proceeds, ina circumstantial and irrefuta- 
of the subject, on the twenty-seventh of January, | ble manner, separately to repel the charges of the com- 
1808. mittee; and triumphantly to vindicate his character, in 

On the next day, the secretary of the commonwealth | every particular, from the aspersions with which it 
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had been assailed. This replication comprehends a it, you thought ‘‘a minister of grace;” I fully believed 
very learned and masterly disquisition upon many of | it to be ‘ta goblin damned.” Hence, all the estrange- 
the constitutional powers and duties of the executive, | 


ment between us, that | know, or eversuspected, There 
and upon repeated reference to it, it has been found to | is no reason that this should now keep us asunder, for 
bear the cautious scrutiny of unimpassioned judgment, | 1 presume there can be little difference of opinion, at 


and to furnish a safe, a clear, and a useful guide in the | present, upon this subject. When Pultney accepted a 
elucidation of cases involving points similar to those | peerage, some droll wit wrote 
which he professes to discuss. ‘Of all the patriot things that Pultney writ, 

Thus terminated atransaction, which, through the | The ear! of Bath confutes them every bit.’ 
baleful and exterminating spirit of party, threatened to | We may now say, 
overshadow the closing career of a patriot whose life Of all the glorious things French patriots writ, 
had, during half a century, been devoted to the public | The Emperor confutes them every bit.” 
service. Asa party measure, the delay in its decision, | In another communication, Mr. Adams remarked, that 
the ex-parte report of the committee, and the small | the most unaccountable phenomenon he ever beheld, 
majority opposed to an impeachment, can afford no | during the seventy-seven years that he had lived, was 
just rule of judgment, with regard to the merits of the | to see men of the most extensive knowledge, and deep- 
case, because inter factiones leges silent. Those acquaint- | est reflection, entertain, fora moment, an opinion that 
ed with the relative local politics, may gain seme in- | a democratical republic could be erected ina nation of 
sight into the matter, from the fact, that while the whole | five and twenty millions of people, four and twenty 


delegation from the city of Philadelphia were opposed | millions and five hundred thousand of whom, could nei- 
to the impeachment, all the members from the county | ther write nor read. 


supported it. And it was in proof before the house of 


representatives, that the chairman of the committee, 
who was a prominent and zealous witness, and the sur- 


Mr. M‘Kean, in reply, fully realized the expectations 
| of his correspondent, as to the congeniality of their 
sentiments. In relation to their co-operation in pub- 





ety of William Duane, threatened, in terms indicating | lic affairs, he remarks, ‘1 declare, with pleasure, and 
animosity and passion, that ‘he would pursue the gover- | also with pride, that I embraced the political sentiments 
nor to the grave.” of none, with more satisfaction, (being congenial with 

Towards the close of the year 1803, he was strongly | my own,) than yours; nor do [ recollect a single question 
solicited to become a candidate forthe office of vice- on which we differed. It is true, I was a friend to the 
president of the United States. Onthe fourteenth of | revolution in France, from the assembly of the notables 
October, Alexander James Dallas, Esq. thus addressed | (1787) until the king was decapitated, (1794;) which I 
him on the subject: ‘1 have been requested, by se- | deemed not onlya very atrocious, but an absurd act. 
veral of our friends, to bear with me, (to Washington,) | After that, I remained ina kind of apathy, with regard 


your sentimentsas to the office of vice-president. Your | to the leaders of the different parties, until I clearly 
name has been most honorably mentioned on the occa- 





sion. Pray write to me, in perfect confidence, and 
address your letter to the care of Mr. Gallatin, at Wash- 
ington. Accustomed as! have been, for many years, 


to wish every thing that can promote your happiness, | 
or reputation, it would give me pain to find that, in this | 


instance, your disposition should lead you to the federal 
scene, as I do not believe there exists another man in 
Pennsylvania, to whom, at this period, the real interests 


of the state can be safely confided. But your choice | 


will entirely govern my opinions and exertions.”” Mr. 
M‘Kean declined this honour, both on public and pri- 
vate consideration. 


Towards the close of the eighteenth century, the | 


French Revolution excited much interest in America: 
At its commencement, indeed, it was very universally 
and justly admired; and almost every friend of rational 
freedom rejoiced when the bastile was destroyed, at 
the approaching emancipation of the people. But 


when public order and equitable principles yielded to | 


the bloody and lawless sway of demagogues and ruf- 
fians, nothing but irrelevant motives, and extraneous 
pursuits, could have made our citizens endure the un- 
exampled profligacy, insolence, and barbarity, of the 
then ruling powers of France. 
and conscientiously, imbibed strong prepossessions in 
favour of French liberty, in conjunction with the mem- 
bers of the party to which he wasattached. Many 
years after his retirement from publiclife, an interesting 
correspondence on this subject, took place between 
him and the honourable John Adams, who had, from 
the outset, viewed the revolution in France with a pro- 
pheticeye. On the second of June, 1812, Mr. Adams, 
thus opened the subject: ‘‘Nearly thirty-eight years 
ago, our friendship commenced. It has never been in- 
terrupted, to my knowledge, but by oneevent. Among 
all the gentlemen with whom J have acted and lived in 
the world, 1 know not any two, who have more uniform- 
ly agreed in sentiment upon political principles, forms 
of government, and national policy, than you and I 
have done, except upon one great subject; a most im- 
portant and momentous one to be sure: that subject was 
the French revolution. This, at the first appearance of 


| perceived that ¢hat nation was then incapable of being 
|tuled by a popular government: and whena few, and 
afterwards, an individual, assumed despotic sway over 
them, I thought them in a situation better than under 
the government of a mob; for I would prefer any kind 
| of government to such a state;—even a tyranny to an- 
‘archy. On this subject, then, I do not conceive we 
differed widely. I do assure you, that I venerate our 
| early friendship, and am happy in a continuance of it.” 
Again: “I decidedly think with you that a democratic 
form of government in France, in the present age, was 
preposterous.” 

Mr. M‘Kean, having served as governor during the 
constitutional period of nine years, retired, at theclose 
_ of the year 1808, from the cares of a long life, faithfully. 
| ably, and successfully devoted to the service of his coun- 
try; and, for the remainder of his days, enjoyed, in the 
| peacefal pursuits of science and literature, the con- 
| sciousness of a well-earned and honourable fame. 





Ina 
letter to Mr. Adams, dated in June, 1812, he remarks, 


“Three years ago I shook hands with the world, and we 
said farewell to each other: the toys and rattles of child. 
| hood would, ina few years more, be, probably, as suita- 
| able to me, as office,honour or wealth; but (thank God, ) 


| 





Mr. M‘Kean, naturally | the faculties of my mind are, as yet, little, if any thing 


impaired, and my affections and friendships remain un- 
shaken. Since my exemption from official and profes- 
sional duties, I have enjoyed a tranquillity, never (dur- 
ing a long, protracted life,) heretofure experienced; 
and my health and comforts are sufficient for a moderate 
man.” 

We ought not, however, to omit an incident which 
occurred after the date of the above letter, inasmuch as 
it exhibits a gratifying instance of the manifestation of 
public respect for a venerable sage, and displays the 
vigour of intellect, and the energy of patriotism, in a 
man of the age of eighty years, whose younger days 
had been, in trying times, devoted to his country. In 
the last war with Great Britain, the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, considering themselves ina situation of perfect se- 
curity,made no preparations for protection and defence, 
until, in the month of August, 1814, their slumbering 
feelings were aroused by the landing of a British army 
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on our shores, and its near approach to the city of His conduct as governor of Pennsylvania, is better 
Washington. A number of the most influential citizens , known to you, and all your fellow-citizens, than to me: 
agreed at once to call a town-meeting, and on the morn- | I believe he was conscientiously upright, and well-in- 
ing of the twenty-sixth of August, a few hours before | tentioned. His conduct as chief-justice of the state, 
the account of the capture of Washington reached Phi- | forso many years, I have never heard denied, to have 
ladelphia, a very large assemblage of citizens was con-! been upright and judicious; although his constant op- 
vened in the state house square. Mr. M‘Kean had been | position to the federal government, but neyer violent, 
particularly desired to attend, and on his appearing | occasioned party reflections upon him, as party spirit 
once more among his countrymen, ‘ona public occa- | is cast upon every man of both parties. His character 
sion, he was greeted with profound respect and atten- | always to maintain a conspicuous place in the history of 
tion, and was unanimously called to take the chair. Ne- | his country, for the last fifty or sixty years. 
ver, since the revolutionary period, had a public meet- | ° ’ ' a 
ing been held in Philadelphia on so momentous a busi- | 
ness, and never, since the same period, had an occasion 
existed which demanded more promptness and decision | 
of action. The enemy was already on our soil, and no}  P.S. 
man, whether among the boldest or the most cautious, | the Patrick Henrys, the Christopher Gadsdens, the 
had any reason to believe that Philadelphia would not, Thomas Jeffersons, the Samuel Adam’s, the Roger 
in avery few days be the object of attack. The meet- | Shermans,—the best tried and firmest pillars of the re- 
ing, collected at the very place, where, in 1776, the | volution. 
declaration of independence had been proclaimed, pro- | THomas M‘Kean, Esa. 
ceeded to its business with great order. No noisy dema- | Monticello, April 10th, 1824, 
gogues attempted to control its operations, or to create | Sir, 
excitement by inflammatory harangues. The venerable | 1 have duly received your favour of the first instant, 
chairman alone addressed it, and in a few brief sentences | and am happy to learn that we are likely to have a good 
delivered with the dignity and emphasis of his former | biography of the late Judge M‘Kean. Although we 
days, touched the spirit that needed only to be awaken- | served together in revolutionary scenes, and after these, 
ed. The meeting, without waste of time, and without | in others equally trying, yet length of time, and the 
useless discussion, took the measures which the crisis | wane of memory, have left me no recollections which 
demanded, and the city was ina short time placed in a! would be worth noting. ‘The general remembrance 
condition to repel the attack of any force which the | can never be obliterated, that he was among the sound- 
enemy could then bring against it. A journalist of the | est, firmest, and miest zealous of the republicans, with 
times made the following observations, in reference to | whom it has been my fortune to act through life. 
this meeting. Accept tlie assurance of my great respect, 
*It willbe remarked, that the proceecings of the THomas JEFFERSON. 
town-meeting held yesterday, do not comprehend any | Mr. THomas M‘Kean. 
very particular expression of sentiment on general On the twenty-sixth of September, 1781, Mr. M‘Kean 
principles. Let it not therefore be supposed that the | received the diploma of doctor of laws, from the college 
meeting showed any indifference relative to the ques-| of New Jersey. In the following year, he was invested 
tions involving the destinies of the nation. There are with the same distinction by Dartmouth college, in New 
no printed resolutions of devotion to country, because, | Hampshire, conveyed to himin a complimentary letter 
as Governor M‘Kean well said, ‘this is not a time for | from the Secretary of the institution, of which the fol- 
speaking, but a time for acting;’—there are no declara- | lowing is an extract: ‘Impressed with an exalted opin- 
tions of oblivion of the past, because, as governor M‘ | ion of those singular talents which nature has allotted 
Kean also said, ‘We have now nothing to do with the | you; of those acquirements which you have gained by 
past, we must only think of the present and the future,’ application; and of that patriotic virtue, which has re- 
neither are there any resolutions to suppress party con- | mained inflexible through the storms of adversity, the 
tentions, because, as governor M‘Kean also told the | honourable board of trustees of this university, request 
meeting, ‘there are now but two parties, our country | your acceptance of a feeble testimonial of your merit.” 


and its invaders.” On the second of May, 1785 he was fami a member 


Your friend, 
And humble servant, 
Joun Apams. 





During the whole of hls career, Mr. M‘Kean was re- 
markable for the most unbending integrity of character. | ture. On the thirty-first of October, following, he re- 
He possessed a qualification whith has been justly no-| ceived the diploma of the society of Cincinnati, insti- 
ticed, as a distinguished trait in the character of Wash- | tuted by the officers of the Am, Army, at the period of its 
ington;—a determination to do what he thought best for | dissolution, as well as to commemorate the great event 
the interest of the state, without regard to the clamour | which gave Independence to North America, as for the 
of ignorance or of discontent. Independent of the | laudable purpose of inculcating the duty of laying down 
opinion which the narrow-minded, but self-sufficient, | in peace, arms assumed for public defence, and of unit- 
might please to adopt with regard to him, he was will- | ing in acts of brotherly affection, and bonds of perpetu- 
ing to be judged by the consequences of his actions, | al friendship, the members constituting the same. He 
however remote those consequences might be. was also a trustee of the university of Pennsylyania, and, 

The following letters embrace valuable and honoura- | in 1790, one of the founders of the Hibernian society 
ble testimonials, from men who participated with Mr. | for the relief of immigrants from Ireland, of which he 
M‘Kean in the trying scenes of the revolution, and who | was a long time president. 
have since enjoyed the rare and distinguished honour of} In person, Mr. M‘Kean was tall, erect, and well pro- 
presiding over the government of their country. portioned. 

Quincy, April 27th, 1824. | ble manner, the firmness and intelligence for which he 
Dear Sin, was distinguished. His manners were impressive and 

I have received your kind letter of April 1st. and am | dignified. In the month of July, 1762, he married Mary, 
very sorry that it will not be in my power to give you | the eldest daughter of Joseph Borden, esquire, of Bor- 
more detailed information. ‘That your father was a|dentown, New Jersey, who died in February, 1773, 
steadfast patriot of the revolution, from its beginning | leaving twe sons and four daughters; the youngest of 
to its end, is most certain. In the congress of New York, | whom was only two weeks old. On Thursday, the third 
in 1765, though young, he was one of the most active | of September, 1774, he was again united in marriage, 
and spirited members: in the congress of 1774, and in| by the reverend Joseph Montgomery, to Miss Sarah Ar- 
all the subsequent years, he was the same. ° ee mitage, of New Castle, in Delaware: five children were 
. * * ? bs ° ° ° * | the offspring of this unign. 


of the Philadelphia society for the pgomotion of agricul- ” 


Your father and Cesar Rodney, were among , 


eee 


His countenance displayed, in a remarka- | 
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At length, loaded with honours, this venerable patriot 
arrived at the ulima linearerum, anddepartedto “the 
generation of his fathers,” on the twenty-fourth of June, 
1817, aged eighty-three years, two months, and six- 
teen days. His remains were interred in the burial 
ground of tbe first Presbyterian church,in Market street, 
Philadelphia. 

Thomas M‘Kean outlived all the enmities which an 
active and conspicuous part in public affairs had, in the 
hature of things, created; and posterity will continue to 
cherish his memory, as one among the most useful, and 
able, and virtuous fathers ofa mighty republic: 

Conscia mens recti, famx mendacia ridet. 


THE HISTORY OF THE 
PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
CHAPTER IV. 

[coNTINCED FROM PAGE 180.]} 


Richard Townsend’s Testimony—Monthly and Quarterly 
Meetings setiled in Philadelphia—The Epistles of Geo. 
Fox and John Burnyeat. 

[1682] I need not in this place,be very particular as to 
the scarcity of accommodations among the settlers, par- 
ticularly of food; the following testimony of an an- 
tient inhabitant that lived to see many days, and great 
alterations in Pennsylvania, and throughout the whole 
bore a general good character, is to the point in that, 
and several other respects. 

The testimony of Richard Townsend, shewing the 
providential hand of God to him and others, from the | 
first settlement of the province of Pennsylvania, to this 
day.” 

“Whereas king Charles the second, in the year 168], 
was pleased to grant this province to William Penn ard | 
his heirs, forever, which grant seemed to be an act of | 
Providence to many religious good people; and the 
proprietor William Penn, being one of the people call- 
ed Quakers, and being in good esteem amongst them }{ 
and others, many were inclined to embark along with 





him for the settlement of this place.” 

“To that end, in the year 1682, several ships being 
provided, I found a concern on my mind to embark 
with them, with my wife and child; and about the lat- 
ter end of the sixth month, having settled my affairs in 
London, where I dwelt, I went on board the ship 
Welcome, Robert Greenaway, Commander, in company 
with my worthy friend William Penn, whose good 
conversation was very advantageous to all the company; 
his singular care was manifested in contributing to the 
nécessities of many that were sick with the small pox, 
then on board; eut of which company about thirty died, 
and after a prosperous passage of about two months, 
having had in that time many goed mectings on board, 
we arrived here.” 

“At our arrival we found it a wilderness; the chief 
inhabitants were Indians and some Swedes, who receiv- 
ed us in a friendly manner; and altno’ there was a great | 
number of us, the good hand of Providence was seen in | 
a particular manner, in that Provisions were found for 
us by the Swedes and Indians at very reasonable rates, 
as well as provisions brought from divers other parts | 
that were inhabited before.” 

**Our firstconcern was to keep up and maintain our | 
religious Worship, and in order thereto, we had several 
meetings in the houses of the inhabitants; and one board- | 
ed meeting house was set up where tbe city was to be | 
(near Delaware;) and as we had nothing but love and | 
good-will in our hearts, one to another, we had very | 
comfortable meetings from time to time, and after our | 
meeting was over, we assisted each other in building 
little houses for our shelter.” 

**After some time I set up a mill on Chester creek, 
that I brought, ready framed, with me from London, 
which served for grinding of corn and sawing of boards, 
and was of great use tous: Besides I with Joshua Tit- 











which supplied ourselves and many others; that not- 
withstanding it was thought near three thousand come 
in the first year, we were so providentially providedfor, 
that we could buy a deer for about two shillings, a large 
turkey for one shilling, and Indian corn fur about two 
shillings and sixpence a bushel: and as our worthy pro- 
prietor treated the Indians with extraordinary humanity, 
they became very civil and and loving to us, and brought 
in abundance of venison. Asin other countries the In- 
dians were exasperated by hard treatment, which hath 
been the foundation ofa great deal of bloodshed—the 
contrary treatment here hath produced their love and 
affection.” 

“About a year after our arrival, there came in about 
twenty families from high and low Germany, of religious 
good people, and settled about six miles from Philadel- 
phia, and called it Germantown. The country continu- 
ally increasing, people began to spread themselves 
further back. And alsoa place called North Wales, 
was settled by many of the ancient Britons, an honest in- 
clined people, altho’ they had not generally then made 
profession of the trath as held by us; yet in a little 
time a large convincement was among them, and divers 
meeting places built.” 

*‘About the time Germantown was laid out I settled 
upon my tract of land, | had purchased of the proprie- 
tor in England, about a mile from thence, where I set 
up a house and a corn mill, which was very useful to 
the country for seyeral miles round. But there not be- 
ing plenty of horses, people generally brought their 
corn on their backs many miles; | remember one man 
had a bull so gentle, that he used to brihg his corn on 
him instead of a horse.” 

“Being now settled about six or seven miles from 
Philedelphia, where leaving the chief body of Friends 
together with the chief place for provisions as before, 
flesh meat was very scarce with me for some time, 
which I found the want of. I remember I was once 
supplied by a particular instance of Providence in the 
following manner; being in my meadow mowing grass, 
a young deer came and looked on me; 1 went on mow- 
ing for some time, and he still continued to look upon 
me, upon which I laid down my scythe, and went to- 
wards him; when I came pretty near he ran off a small 
circuit; 1 went to my work again; he continued looking 
on me, so that at several times Lleft work to go towards 
him, but he still kept at a little distance; at last going 
towards him and he looking upon me, did net mind his 
steps, but ran forcibly against the body of a great tree 
and stunned himself so that he fell, upon which I ran 
forward, and getting upon him, held him by the legs, 
and a great struggle we had untill I had tired him out; 
being then in a manner lifeless, I took him by the legs, 
threw himon my shoulders, and carried him abouta 
quarter of a mile, to my house; he grew more alive and 
struggled hard before 1 got home, but with much ado 
Isecured him, and got disengaged from my load by a 
neighbour, who happening to be at my house, 
killed him for me. The carcase proved very service- 


| able to my family. Tcould relate several other acts of 


providence of this kind, but omit them for brevity.” 
**As “people began to spread and improve their lands, 
the country became more fruitful, that those which 
came inafier us were plentifully supplied, and with 
what we abounded began a small trade abroad, and as 
Philadelphia increased vessels were built, and many 
employed. Both country and trade have been wonder- 
fully increasing to this day; that from a wilderness, the 
Lord by his good hand of providence, hath made ita 
fruitful field; on which to look back and observe all the 
steps, would exceed my present purpose; yet being now 
in the eighty fourth year of my age, and having been in 
this country near forty six years, and my memory pretty 
clear concerning the rise and progress of the province, I 
can do no less than return praises to the almighty, when 
1 look back, and consider his bountiful hand, not only 


tery made a net, and caught great quantities of fish, | in temporals, but inthe great increase of eur meetings, 
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wherein he hath many times manifested his great loving | his; and deal uprightly, and righteously and justly, and 
kindness, in reaching to and convincing many of the let not outward things lift you up, or throw you down, 
principles of truth; and those that were already con- but live above them: and if God give you increase, let 
vinced, and continued faithful, were not only blessed | not your heartsbe set upon it, for outward things are 
with plenty of the fruits of the earth, but also with the | uncertain, and have wings,and will flee away, and there- 
dew of Heaven. Iam engaged in my spirit, to suppli-{ fore trust not in them, but in the living God; and let all 
cate the continuance thereof, to the present rising | your words be seasoned with grace; let your conver- 
generation; that as they increase, so truth may increase | sations preach to the world, that your lives may judge 
in theirhearts; that as God hath blessed their parents, | the world; and your doings, theirs; if you intend to have — 
the same blessing may remain on their offspring, to the | the blessing of the lord; for the Lord redeems from the 
end of time; that it may be so, is the hearty Desire and | earth, that he may reign upon it, and so on all earthly 
prayer of their | things. And so let truth and righteousness fly amongst 
Antient and loving friend, | you, and honesty, that you may be a good savour to 
RICHARD TOWNSEND.” | God, inthe hearts of all men. For I knowin some pla- 
**We have seen that in the beginning of this year, aj ces in those parts, there hath been a great occasion 
meeting for business was set up, to be held once in six/ given by some of the ignorant, to open their mouths, 
weeks, alternately at Pine Point, and Shackamaxon; | and to speak evil of the right way of the Lord, and to 
this did not continue long. Inabout eight months, the | blaspheme his holy name, but such will bear their own 
friends seated on the land, where Philadelphia now | burdens. And therefore, all mind that which did at 
stands, having a monthly meeting there established, and | first convince you, thatin it your minds may be kept 
those at Shackamaxon joining them, their meeting for | low; and through it, all may be condemmed that hath 
business ceased, and that at Pine Point was annexed to/ gotten up, that is contrary to the light of Jesus and the 
Newtown. The first monthly meeting of those friends} power of his holiness: That in the light, and in the 
fixed in and about Philadelphia, to treat of business oc- | life and power of the everlasting God, you may live in 
curring among themselves, was held at Philadelphia the | lowliness of mind, and in meekness anc quickness; and 


ninth of the eleventh month this year, when friends be- | 
ing met at the usual meeting place, they took into con- | 
sideration the settlement of meetings of business, ac-| 
cording toa practice they had found the benefit of in 
the country they came from. They agreed that the | 
first Third day of the week in every month, should 
thereafter be the monthly day for men’s and women’s | 
meeting, forthe city and county, and that every third 
meeting, should be the quarterly meeting of the same. 
The next thing considered, was a fit place to build a 
meeting heuse in the city, as also the manner of build- 
ing it; the management whereof was referred to Tho- 
mas Holmes, John Songhurst, Thomas Wynne, and 
Griffith Owen; the charge was agreed to be born by 
friends belonging tothe city. It was now also conclu- 
ded, that because some, through sickness, weakness, or 
death of relations, may be reduced to want or distress, 
care should be taken to administer present supplies; and | 
John Hart, and Henry Waddy, for the upper part of the | 





county, and Thomas Bowman and Henry Lewis, for the | 
city, and lower part of the county, were appointed to 
visit the poor and sick, and administer what they should 
judge convenient at the expense of the monthly meet- | 
ing.” 

eiclnes Fox having this year, wrote an epistle to 
friends in these provinces, about their trade and deal- 
ings, to which isaddeded a postseript by John Burn- 
yeat, the same as taken from a manuscript copy, are as 
follows: 

“Friends, 

Keep in the fear of the Lord God, and in the truth in 
all your dealings, and make no advantages upon the | 
times, but rather when things are high, what are to be | 
sold, do you sell that so you may serve your neighbours; | 


and when things are low, and cannot put off your com- | 
modities without great loss, that they cannot maintain | 
their families with cloaths, and the like, then do yein 
such cases, rather give more, and so by this you will 
have the blessings of the Lord, when your eye is not to 
yourselves, but to serve your nation, and to do good in 
islands and plantations; for what a savour was there at | 


have fellowship in the same life, light and power 
of God, which was before the devil was; for that is got- 
ten up contrary to that which hath convinced you, and 


| into things, which the judgment of the world comes up- 


on you for, which they can see and judge, is for con- 
demnation; and though that, fellowship and unity hath 
been lost; and so all that comes into the true fellowship 
that is everlasting, the power of God, and the hght 
and life, must come down to that, which at first con- 
vinced them and keep in the lowliness and humility, 
learning of Christ, Jesus, and so, all that is contrary, 
must come to judgment, and be judged by the truth 
and the light and the life in you all; that so you may 
live in the light and life- as children of the hght, and 
serve God in the new life; and so in it you will have 
feilowship with God, and one with another. No more, 


| but my love. G. F. 


‘After that riches doth increase, take heed of setting 


your heart upon it, less it become a snare and plague 


to you, for when you were faithful at the first, the world 
would refrain from you, and not have conversed with 
you, butafter, wlien they saw you were faithful and 
justin the thing that is righteous and just; then they 


| came to have commerce and trade with you; because 


they knew you wonld not cozen and cheat them. Then 
you came to have more trading, double than 


ever you had,and more than the world. ‘Then is the 


danger and temptation to you, drawing your mind into 
it, and clogging them, that you can hardly doany thing 
to the service of God; but these will be crying, my 
business! my business!) So your minds will go into the 
things, and not over the things. So therein you do not 
come to the image of God, in which is dominion, And 


/ when your mind is got into the riches and cumbered, 


you go back into that which was before, and then the 
Lord God, willcross you, and stop you by sea and 
land, and take your goods from you, that you should not 
be cumbered, and your customers; and then that your 
minds which is in it that will fret that is out of the pow- 
er of God. G. F. 
‘*And likewise all that dealeth or tradeth in the things 


first inthose parts of the world, that did ascend into| of this world, and do not go beyond your ability, nor 
these parts? how just, how equal, how righteous the | reach at things beyond your capacity, nor go into many 
Quakers were in all their dealings? that most people | trades; lest you loose all; but keep in that, wherein you 
though they are not friends, had rather have of you than! may answer all men in the things that are right and 
of any other people. And so through your faithful just, your word, your yea and nay, your place, se that 
dealings, you were ready to take away all others tra-| in all your callings, you may answer that of God in all, 
ding through your honesty and plainness. But now | in truthand righteousness. For every true christian’s 
friends, on the contrary, there is an ill savour come | conversation ought to be heavenly without covetous- 
from those parts of the world, into these parts, that you | ness, and every one’s conversation to be as becometh 
are notas you were in the beginning, and therefore | the glorious gospel of Clirist, the power of Ged, and 
friends, all mind the lord, for your outward things are | strive net to be great in this world, for the earth is the 


> 
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Lord’s; he giveth the increase, and if thou be blessed in | overall, Psalm 66. 7: 103.19, and therefore all are to 
thy basket, field, or store house, for the fruits of the | mind their spirit and power from him, and not to grieve 
sun and moon, are the Lord’s, Deut.33.]4, so if they do | his spirit, or abuse his power. Daniel was made chief 
increase, set not your hearts upon them; but upon the | of the Governors, Dan. 2. 48, and was a wise governor; 
Lord that doth increase them; for in all things, the Lord | and Joseph was Governor over all the land of Egypt, 
is to have the heart. Therefore let it not go downina | OF the land of Ham; a just governor, Gen. 42, 6; but the 
multitude of incumbrances, and be swallowed up in the , kingdom is the Lord’s, and he is governor among the 





earth, and become like the fool that had gotten much, | 

and his barn too little, would build bigger, and then his } 

heart should be at rest. And did he not then lose all?’ 
G. F. 

“You that are governors, judges and justices, when | 
that you do sit in judgment, put on righteousness, and | 
be cloathed with it, so that your judgment may be as a | 
robe and adiamond; so that when you are heard, your 
tongues may bless you,and the eyes may give witness of 
your justice; who delivereth the poor that cry, and the 
fatherless, and them that hath none to help them; so 
that the blessing of them that was ready to perish, may 
come upon you, who cause the widow’s heart to sing for 
joy,andare legs or feet to the lame; and eyes to the 
blind, and are fathers to the poor, and widows, and 
fatherless, and to search out all causes, and to break the 
jaws of the wicked, and to pluck the spoil out of his 
mouth or teeth ofthe devourer; so that your glory may 
be fresh and rest upon you; and your bow may be re- 
newed in your hand.” 

‘And Job said, the stranger did not lodge in the 
streets, and I opened my door to the traveller, and I 
have not withheld my hand from the poor; nor the poor 
from his desire, or have caused the eyes of the widows 
to fall, or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the 
fatherless have not eaten thereof. If I have seen any 
perish for want of clothing, or any poor without cloath- 
ing or covering; if his loins have not blessed me, and if 
he were not warmed with the fleece of my sheep, and 
if I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless, when 
I saw my help in the gate; then let my arm fall from my 
shoulderblade, and my arm be broken from the bone.” 

“And if I rejoiced because my wealth was great, and 
because my hand hath gotten much: And if I have | 
made gold my hope; ur said to fine gold, thou art my 
confidence! And if I beheld the sun when it shined, or 
the moon walking in brightness; and my heart has been | 
secretly enticed; or my mouth hath kissed my hand: | 
this also was an iniquity to be punished by the judge, 
for I (viz.in so doing) should have denied the God | 
that is above.” | 





“If my heart has been deceived by a woman: or if I 
have laid wait at my neighbour’s door; tiisisan heinous | 
crime, and it is an iniquity tobe punished by the judge. 
Job. 31- 

“And if my land cry out against me, or that the fur- | 
rows thereof complain; if Ihave eaten the fruits there- | 
of without money, or have caused the owners thereof 
to loose their life; then let thistles grow instead of 
wheat, and cockle, instead of barley. Here isan ex- 
ample and a pattern of a judge, a prince, to be follow- 
ed by them that own the scriptures in life and con-_ 
versation, and not in word only, butin practice, Thou | 
shall not rule with rigour, Levit. 25.43.53, but fear God, | 
for by me, saith wisdom, princes rule, Proy. 8.16; and | 
nobles, and all the judges of the earth, and so let first | 
the peace of God rule in all your hearts, Coll. 3.15. 

‘And if you do not knuw how torule your own fa- 
milies, then you are not like to know how to rule in the 
church of Christ, or to rule them that are without, that | 
cannot rule your own families and children; 1 Tim. 3.5. 
And all men must know that God rules in the kingdom 
of men, Dan. 5. 21, a ruler must not hearken to lies, 
Proy. 26-12; if he do, all his servants are wicked, for 
rulers are not to be a terror to good works, but to evil 
works, Rom. 13, 3, and he that rules, is to do it with 
dilligence, Rom. 12. 8, and David saith, he that ruleth 
over them, must be just, ruling in the fear of the Lord 
God, 2 Sam. 23.3, for all are to know that God rules 
by his power over all forever, and his kingdom rules 


nations,Ps, 22, 28,and over all governors among them,& ‘ 
the apostle, 1st Peter, 2, 14‘ submit yourselves to every 

ordinance of man, for the Lord’s sake, (Mark!) 

whether it be to the king, as supreme, or to 

governors as to themthat are sent by him, for the 

punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of them that 

do well, for so is the will of God; that with well doing, 

ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: see 

their end, 1 Corr. 12, & 26, and helps, governors, God 
and Christ hath placed in his church, and these are gift- 
ed with spiritual gifts, spiritual men. 

Read these scriptures, and practise them. 

G. F. 
**Dear Friends, 

I also was willing to let you know, that our meeting 
this year at London was very quiet &peaceable; & bless- 
ed unity and comfortable fellowship in the power and 
love of God, was witnessed among us, and we gathered 
up in that together into that care and concern, which 
the state of the churches of Christ, in this trying day, 
did require. For many of our friends in divers places 
of this nation, is under great sufferings for their testi- 
monies, but otherwise the truth prevails, and gains up- 
on many hearts, and through these trials God will mag- 
nify in the end, & crown his people with dominion, for 
through suffering, will the lamb, and his humble and 
faithful followers have the victory. We had also ac- 
counts from divers countries of the prosperity of truth, 
and the estate of friends, the yearly meeting being lately 
over in Holland and the countries that way, and Ireland 
and Scotland, and an account in letters to the yearly 
meeting of the state of things among Friends, and the 
affairs of truth, toour great comfort, and therefore it s 
desired (that if the Lord should order so, that we may 
meet together, as hitherto we have done, and intend, if 
he permit to do) that youin America would endeavour 
to send over against that time, from the several coun- 
tries, an account of the prosperity of truth, and how it 


| fares among you, as to the affairs thereof; that at that 


meeting Friends may haye an account from you, as we 


_ have from other parts, and for this end, it was desired 


by dear G. F. whom many of you know, hath a gene- 
ral care upon,him for the good of the whole body, that at 
your half yearly meeting in the latter part.of the year,you 
might draw up an Epistle which might be sent to be at 
London at the yearly meeting every year and 
so from your half year’s meeting in every place, 
there may be an account given yearly, which will be a 
refreshment and comfort to Friends. And therefore, as 
it is desired if this come in time to your half-year’s meet- 
ing this fall, you will be mindful of it and answer the 
desire of Friends, and let copies of this be sent to Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and to 
Long Island, Rhode Island, and Sandwith, and where 
there may a service or scituate,if the half year’s meetin 

be there, and to Barbadoes, and to the Leeward Islands. 

Hartford, 4th mo. 19, 1682. 
JOHN BURNYEAT.” 


CULTIVATION OF SILK. 

Mr. Frssenpex—I enclose a letter from P. S. Du- 
PONCEAU, Esq. of Philadelphia, on the culture of silk, 
which contains much important information and evinces 
such a liberal and patriotic spirit, that it would be doing 
great injustice to the whole community, to withold it 
from publication. 

The life of that illustrious scholar and jurist has been 
marked by a zealous devotion to the best interests of 
his country. He commenced his distinguished career 
as an officer ofthe Revolution,—in literature and sci- 
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ence he has attained an exalted station in both hemis- 
pheres, and we now behold him, in the fulness of years, 
prosecuting investigations, subservient to all the great 
branches of national industry, with the vigor and en- 
thusiasm of youth. 

If we look back only a few years, and recollect what 
has been accomplished, it will not be difficult to appre- 
ciate the immense value of the experiments he is so 
generously making, and the consequences which must 
result from their success. 5 

In 1784 an American vessel was seized in Liverpool 
for having on board ‘eight bales’ of cotton, as it was con- 
sidered impossible that they could be the growth of this 
country; and in 1829, there were imported into that city, 
from the United States 640,998 bales. 

But a few years since, there was not a cotton -manu- 
factory in the Union, and now, in the single village of 
Lowell, which is a creation of yesterday, a thread is 
daily spun, which would extend more than five times 
round the earth. 

I sincerely regret, that I unintentionally rendered my- 
self obnoxious to the gentle rebuke of my venerable 
correspondent. Iwas aware of the commendable ex- 
ertions of Mr. Vernon of Rhode Island and of Mr. Cob# 
of Dedham, to advance the culture of silk, and am hap- 
py to learn that they are as well known and as highly 
estimated at a distance,asat home, and to avail of this 
occasion, not onlyto bear testimony to their merits, but 
to aver that ‘in their own country,’ all are ready to do 
them honor, and are proud to claim them as fellow- 
citizens, who have deserved well of the republic. 

Most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


Brinley place, ae H. A. S. DEARBORN. 


Sept. 2, 1830. 





Paitapetrnta, Aug. 28, 1830. 
H. A. 8. Dearborn, Esq.— 
Roxbury, Mass. 

Dear Sin—I have received the 4th No. of vol. 9th 
of the New England Farmer, which you have had the 
goodness to send to me, containing an article written 
by yourself, in which you are pleased to ascribe much 
more merit to my weak efforts for promoting the cul- 
ture of silk in this country than they are in strict jus- 
tice entitled to. The first impulse to this important 
branch of agriculture, was given by the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, in the year 1826,— 
Since which time Mulberry trees have been planted and 
silk worms raised in various quantities in the different 
parts of our Union; but no means appearing of making 
that culture profitable, there was danger of its being 
speedily abandoned, as it has been repeatedly in this 
country and in many parts of Europe. As cocoons can- 
not be exportedin kind, nor can they be used in man- 
ufactures without a certain preparation called reeling, 
or spinning from the cocoons, unknown among us, the 
farmer or planter did not know what to do with those 
that his silk worms produced, and they became a prey 
to rals or devouring insects. 

It is true that in Connecticut and in some other parts, 
akind of inferior sewing silk was made out of the co- 
coons, which found no cash price in our commercial cities 
and could only be disposed of by way of barter. It is 
true also that by a similar process, some of the coarser 
stuffs, suchas vestings, stockings, gloves, and perhaps 
even ribbons, might have been made; but it is now well 
known that all those articles in Europe are made of floss 
or refuse silk, and that the finer material is reserved for 
those delicate stuffs, for which we pay yearly so large a 
tribute to Europe, and particularly to France. 

To reel or prepare the silk for making these finer 
stuffs, isan art, known only in its perfection in the north 
of Italy and the south ef France. Even in China, the 
native country of the silk worm, the material is not so 
well prepared asit isin those two countries. In the 
Turkish dominions and in Bengal, the preparation is 
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still inferior. As tothe latter country, I beg leave to 
quote the opinion ofan English silk broker, communi- 
cated by the respectable house of Rathbone, Brothers, 
& Co., of Liverpool, to a getleman of S. Carolina, ina 
letter received in the course of the present year. Every 
thing,’ says the silk broker, ‘depends on the proper se- 
lection and reeling of them (the cocoons) into the hanks, 
although our importations from the East Indies are great 
and this trade is of such vital importance to our 
successful competition with the Continent (of Europe, ) 
it isto be regretted that neither the East India Company, 
nor the priyate merchants, have hitherto employed any 
competent person to superintend the reeling of the silk. 
If that were done, I have not the slightest doubt but that 
silks of the Eastern production would render us alto- 
gether independent of either France or Italy; for it is 
an established fact, that silk of the best quality can be 
produced in the East Indies at a lower rate than in Eu- 
rope.” 

This speaks volumes—It is evident that if competent 
persons to superintend the reeling of silk could be easily 
procured from Italy or France, Great Britain, situated 
in the vicinity of those countries, and having such a high 
interestto promote, would have obtained them. The 
reason why it cannot be done is this. In the filatures 
of Europe, the r§thanical process of reeling is per- 
formed by women; under the directions of overseers.— 
The women are ignorant, being taken from the very 
lowest class of the people; no consideration can induce 
them to leave their native villages, much less to cress 
the seas; the overseers are few, and generally men of an 
advanced age and have families—They are well compen- 
sated for their labor and have no temptations to emi- 
grate. 

The great desideratum, therefore, in the United 
States, is to learn the art of reeling silk for manufac- 
turing those stuffs with which our females are almost 
universally clothed, and not only to learn but to dissem- 
inate it through the whole country, as it has been as- 
certained that the cost of transporting cocoons from one 
part of the Union to the other, would render them 
valueless to the grower, unless filatures were establish- 
ed in his immediate neighborhood, or at some reason- 
able distance. 

A fortunate chance in the course of last summer, 
brought Mr. D’Homergue to this country, a young man 
25 years of age [now 26] well skilled in the art of reel- 
ing silk from the cocoons and in other branches of the 
silk manufacture. His work, which no doubt you have 
seen, entitled ‘Essays on American Silk,’ made him 
generally known, and Congress took so much notice of 
it,as to refer it to their committees on agriculture. The 
committee of the House of Representatives, perceiving 
the importance of keeping this young man in the coun- 
try, reported a bill to the House the obfect of which 
was to employ him in teaching the art of reeling silk to 
60 young men,to be selected from the different States in 
the Union in certain proportions, who, when sufficiently 
instructed,might establish themselves as directors of fila- 
tures in their respective neighborhoods, and employ 
women to perform the mechanical werk under their 
direction. Thus the art of preparing silk would be 
introduced in its perfection, equally and uniformly 
through our extensive country, and the results might 
be easily anticipated. 

This bill, however, in consequence of the pressure of 
other business, could not be taken up at the last session, 
& lies over tillthe next, when the fortunes of this country, 
as far as they depend upon silk, will either be effectual- 
ly secured or put back for a period, the duration of 
which cannot be foreseen. 

Determined, however, as far as depended upon me, 
to keep Mr. D’Homergue in this country, at least until 
the next session of the national legislature, I have re- 
solved to employ him during the present session in ma- 
king experiments on American silk, whereby the na- 
tion might be still more fully convinced of the import- 
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nce of the art he professes. For this purpose I have 
purchased cocoons, and established an experimental 
filature in this country, in which ten reels are at work. 
My object is to test the price which our raw silks will 
produce in the markets of England, France, and Mexi- 
co,into which last country large quantities of theraw ar- 
ticle are annually imported, as they have silk manufac- 
tures and do not raise silk worms, but import that ma- 
terial from abroad at a considerable expense. I expect 
no profit from this undertaking; as far as I can judge, on 
the contrary, there will be a not inconsiderable loss; but 
it isnot profit that] have in view. Experience in every 
thing must be purchased. 1 have fixed a sum, which I 
am willing to lose, and which Ishall not regret, if the 
country is benefited by it. The silk that my filature 
has hitherto produced, is of the most beautiful kind, 
and is at least equal, if not superior to any in the world. 
I would wish to try the quality of the silk cocoons raised 
by silk worms on the leaves of the wild or red American 
mulberry, butl have not been able to procure a suffi- 
cient quantity for that purpose. In general, 1 have 
found it difficult to obtain cocoons; because their value 
is not yet known, and the profit te be made by the 
sale of them not sufficiently ascerjgined. Therefore 1 
shall not be able to carry my ives to the extent 
1 had at first contemplated. But this difficulty will 
vanish in the course ofanother year. A great impulse 
has been given, andI have no doubt that more cecoons 
will be raised next summer than will be wanted for any 
object that this country will be able to compass. 

Jn the recess of my filatures, occasioned by a tempo- 
rary deficiency of cocoons,desirous of doing every thing 
jn my power to show what might be done with Ameri- 
gan silk, | have prevailed on Mr. D’Homergue, out of 
the silk that he has reeled and prepared, to weave the 
flag of the United States, and he is now engaged inthe 
work, which is expected to be finishedin about a fort- 


night. The warp is already fixed upon the loom, the silk is | 


dyed, and next week the weaying of the webb will be- 
gin. The flag will be twelve feet long by six feet 
wide, and so fine will be the texture of the stuff, that it 
is expected that it will not weigh more than twelve 
punces. ‘This flag is intended to be presented tothe 
House of Representatives of the United States, as a 
beautiful specimen of the first result of real value, which 
the impulse which they have given has produced. It 
will show that the finest of silk stuffs may be made in 
this country. 

It has not been an easy task to produce this result.— 
Every thing, even the loom,bas had to be made new and 
fur that only purpose. The machinery, too, occasioned 
much difficulty—there are implements necessary for 
weaving sill:, different from those employed in weaving 
othersubstances. Despairing of obtaining them in this 
country, I had written te France for them, and they 
are not yet arrived. When I least expected it, fortune 
threw in my way a young emigrant from Europe, who 
has made these tools in the highest perfection. The 
dying also embarrassed me. It was generally under- 
stood that the beautiful colors of the French silks could 
not be imitated here. What was my delight when I 
discovered two other emigrants, a Frenchman and a 
German, just set up in the dying business, and who have 
dyed our silk with the most brilliant red and blue, (the 
colors of our flag) so that nothing can surpass that beau- 
tiful coloring! 

I haye also discovered that we have in this country, 
from England, France, Germany and other places, 
manufacturers of silk of almost every description. We 
have silk throwsters, silk dyers, silk weavers, silk manu- 
facturers, all but good reelers, without which the labor 
of the others must be at astand. These are all waiting 
fer employment, some of them being in very poor cir- 
cumstances, All we want is the art of reeling, and 
every thing else will follow. Asto mulberry trees and 
silk worms, let but a good price be given for the co- 
coons, and they will be produced in quantities as if by 
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|magic. Lverything, as the silk broker says, depends up- 
| on good reeling. 
| Having spoken of silk throwsters, 1 oughtto say that 
| the operation of throwsting will be the only one that 
| our flag will not receive. Throwsting consists in uni- 
ting and twisting together by means of machinery, se- 
veral threads of silk; so as to give them the required 
| size and strength; athrowsting mill,as it is called, isa 
| very costly article, and cannot be had in this city. Mr. 
D’Homergue asserts that no other but American silk 
| (such is its nerve and strength) could be wove without 
|undergoing that operation. What succedaneum he 
| will employ for it I do not know; But I think I may safe- 
ly say, that the flag will be as beautiful a web of silk as 
can be produced anywhere. 
| AsIhave thought, Sir, that it would be agreeable to 
you to know the progress we are making in this city in 
the important business of American silk, 1 have taken 
the liberty of extending this letter to its present enor- 
mous length, for which | shall make only the common 
apology, that I could not make it shorter.’ 
As in your article in the New England Farmer, you 
sbave noticed citizens of different states who have exert- 
ed themselves in the cause of American silk, I have 
been not alittle astonished that you have left out the 
men of New England, and particularly William H. Ver- 
non, Esq. of Newport, R. I and Jonathan H. Cobb, Esq. 
| of Dedham, in your own state. I hope the proverb 
does not hold with you, that, that no man is a prophet 
‘in his own country;’ at any rate, it will not be unbe- 
coming in a Pennsylvanian to give due credit to the 
| meritorious efforts fo those two sons of the renowned 
| pilgrims. 
1 am with great respect, dear sir, 
Your mst ob’t. humble servant, 
PETER S. DU PONCEAU, 








For the Register of Pennsylvania. 

The perusal of the interesting details, and neat and 
| pleasing stanzas which you have inserted relative to the 
battle and massacre at Wyoming, has strongly brought 
/to my mind the delightful hours spent during a visit 
| there, some years since, amid the agreeable company 
lof its inhabitants. They remind me of a boyish effu- 
| sion, perpetrated at the time, which if it possess no 

other merit, has at least that of having been produced 

under the impulse of fresh feelings and vivid recollec- 
tions. Should you deem it worthy insertion, it is at your 
| service. 

It is necessary to remark that in this fragment, there 
is employed a different accent of the word Wyoming 
from that in the piece you haye already printed; in 
which the author has followed Campbell, and perhaps 
Halleck. The local pronunciation and original Indian 
usage are, I believe, decidedly in favour of that here 
adopted. 

The Belvidere bard, who, it seems, is a votary of 
“Apollo” in more senses than one, speaks, I presume, 
figuratively when he describes “one solitary lute” as 
having celebrated the beauties of the Susquehannah. 
He certainly does injustice to the individual last named; 
and he has now his own harp te add to the list. We 

may ask too, what has become of the ‘Frontier Maid,” 
a production of the neighbourhood. The tale of Wyo- 
ming, both Lenape and Anglo-saxon, is well adapted to 
call forth poetical efforts; and there have been, it is be- 
lieved, others than those we have mentioned. Among 
the choir, if the present monochord can escape particu- 
lar reprehension, it is perhaps as much as a reasonable 
ambition would ask. 

Philadelphia, July 1830. 


WYOMING. 


Wyoming’s sons with active care, 

The rifle and the ball prepare; , 
And, buoyant, round their limbs they flirt 
The war’s romantic hunting shirt. 
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Their woodland scouts announce the foe; 
And Brandt and Butler well they know, 
And, fir’d with rage and fell despite, 
They rush to seek the welcome fight. 


They vow’d to meet the black array 

In arms within the rocky way— 

That human limbs, besmeared with blood, 
Should be the wolf’s and yulture’s food. 


And true their vow; the shaded dell 
Rung far and wide the battle yell; 
And long, from ev’ry shelter’d spot, 












The committee have endeavoured to discharge im- 
partially, the duties required ofthem by the Ordinan- 
ce, which places under their controul, 5000 dollars, 
to be apportioned according to the discretion of the 
committee, amongst the fire engine and Hose Compa- 
nies in the city, who shall agree to, and comply with 
the provisions of said Ordinances, for the purpose of 
keeping their respective Fire Hose, Engines‘and Ap- 
paratus, in effective and useful condition. 

The committee have certified the respective sums to 
the Mayor, requesting him to draw his warrant on the 


City Treasurer, in favour of the President of each Com. 
pany, as follows, viz: 











Was heard the quick, explosive shot— Engine Companies Instituted. i 
1. Hand-in-Hand, 1742 $160 
Behind each tree and mossy stone 2. Hibernia, January 20, 1752 175 
Arose a warrior’s dying groan; 3. Vigilant, January 1760 175 
And there, upon the manly dead, 4. Delaware, 1761 175 
The wolf and hateful buzzard fed— 5. Harmony, 1784 =—:175 
6. Reliance, 1786 175 
Wyoming never mournec their fate 7. Assistance, 1789 175 
Within the dark and narrow strait; 8. Diligent, July 4, 1791 227 
But piteous, in the face of day, 9. Washington, January 3,1796 =161 
A black and smoking ruin lay. 10. Hope, 1796 «160 
11. Columbia, November 16, 1796 175 
And long upon their bleeding rear 12. Philadelphia, - January 25, 1799 227 
Hung swift pursuing death and fear; 12. Good Will, 1802 175 
And many an axe, embrued with gore, 14. Pennsylvania, May 16, 1806 227 
The infant and the mother tore. ce 
$2562 

For this the tribes of mighty name Hose Companies. 

¥orsake their fathers’ seats of fame; 1. Philadelphia, December 15,1803 $201 
And in Canadian wilds, deplore 2. Good Intent, March 8, 1804 201 
Their burning towns and streaming goile. 3. Resolution, April 11,1804 201 
4, Hope, February, 1805 201 
But now no more the peaceful land 5. Perseverance, May 27, 1805 101 
Dreads slaught’ring axe and blazing brand; 6. Neptune, August 6,1805 201 
Nor ever more shali murder reign 7. Columbia, May 1, 1806 201 
O’er blithe Wyoming’s rich domain.— 8. Southwark, May 6, 1806 201 
B.C s. 9. Washington, February 11, 1811 201 
—_—————— 10. Phenix, August 25, 1817 227 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 11. Fame, January 11,1818 201 
Thursday evening, Sept. 9th. 12. America, September 2, 1828 201 
The city commissioners made a report of their ex- wosmene 
penditares. They concluded their communication with 2438 
the following statement. 2562 
The commissioners haye had a complete survey made oe 
of Dock street sewer, from the mouth to Fourth street, $5000 


and from the report of the masons, it appears to be in 
good order, except opposite to where the W alnut street 
sewer empties into it. There the foundation has been 
undermined by the force, it is presumed, of the water 
from the Walnut street sewer, to a depth of not less 
than 5 feet. The commissionersgre of opinion that it 
will require to be taken down, oflosit to the mouth 
of the Walnut street sewer, and the foundation com- 
pletely rebuilt. The crown ofthe arch is cracked in 
consequence of the giving away of the foundation and 
many of the bricks are coming out. The width of 
the foundation that has been washed out is about 30 
feet. 

A petition for paving an alley between Locust and 
Walnut and 9th and 10th streets, wasreferred to the 
paving committee. 

The like reference was made for a petition for paving 
Broad st. from Olive to Walnut, and of a petition for 
reducing Walnut street, near Schuylkill to the regula- 
tion level. 

The committee for purchasing wood for the necessi- 
tous poor, reported that they had expended the inte- 
rest of the fund bequeathed to the city for this pur- 
pose, in the purchase of seventy cords of oak wood. 

The committee on fire companies made the following 
report. 

To the select and Common Councils. 

The committee on fire Companies request leave to 
present the Annual Report— 






Resolutions were passed for repaving Cherry street 
between 8th and 9th, and for reducing Schuyikill 7th 
street, between Market and Chesnut to the regulation 
level. 

Mr. Massey, from the committee on the public land- 
ings, reported that Mr. Haven declined taking Sassafras 
street wharf, for the unexpired time of Capt. Whil- 
den’s lease; and that Captain Whilden was willing to 
retain it ata rent of 750 dollars, and the wharf not to 
be lighted at the public expense. Captain Whilden’s 
offer was accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Massey, authority was given to the 
City Commissioners to make certain necessary repairs 
to Chesnut street wharf. 

Mr. Price, on the part of the Market-committee and 
Paving Committee, reported a bill for the regulation of 
High street east of Water. The bill was reada second 
time. The third reading was deferred. 

Mr. Johnson presented the following. 

The joint committee appointed on the sixth of May 
last in conjunction with the City Selicitor and Recording 
Surveyor, in relation to the laying out of certain streets, 
west of Schuylkill Front street, with authority to em- 
ploy additional council should they deem it necessary, 
Report: 

That they have engaged Thomas Kittera, Esq. (who 
refused accepting any remuneration for his services) 
and have had juries of review and damages, who decid- 
ed in every instance fayorable to the object, Councils 
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had in view, in reporting all the streets petitioned for 
as public highways, and that said streets are now re- 
corded as such. 

A resolution was passed directing the Hall of Inde- 


pendence, to be leased to the Academy of Fine Arts, at ee 
a moderate rent, for a period not exceeding three 


months, for an exhibition of pictures. 

Mr. Graff stated that the pecuniary embarassments 
of the Academy were of a very serious character. 

Mr. Rawle stated that every other institution of this 
kind in the country, bad fallen. The Academies of 
Boston and New York had ceased to exist; and it would 
reflect little credit on the taste of the city, ifthe Acad- 
emy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia should fall also. 

Other members of Councils expressed their hopes 
that the liberality of the citizens would relieve the 
Academy from its embarassments.— Phil. Gaz. 


For the Register of Pennsylvania. 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE OF THE LATE 
DR. WILLIAM CURRIE 


A PHYSICIAN OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Doctor Currie was born in Chester County, Pennsyl- 
vania, somewhere about the year 1754 or 55. His fa- 
ther was a native of Scotland, and for many years acler- 
gyman of the Episcopal church in this state. He had 
several children, of whom it is believed the subject of 
the present notice was the eldest. It being designed 
originally that William should assume the clerical pro- 
fession, his education was directed accordingly. Under 
the instruction of his father and of competent teachers 
he acquired a very profound knowledge of the Latin 
and Greek, and a superficial acquaintance with the He- 
brew. 

What induced young Currie to relinquish the study 
of theology is not known. It is more than probable, 
however, that he was averse to enter the church as a 
public teacher, in consequence of his having imbibed at 
a very early period religious opinions opposed to those 
inculcated by the thirty-nine articles. Let this be as it 
may, he made choice of the profession of medicine, and 
was entered as a pupil of Dr. Kearsley of Philadelphia, 
at that period one of the most respectable and popular 
physicians in Philadelphia. After serving out his term 
of pupilage, or apprenticeship, as it was then termed, 
young Currie attended the lectures delivered in the 
Academy of Medicine, an institution subsequently 
united with the University of Pennsylvania. The writer 
possesses no documents from which to ascertain the 
date either of the commencement or completion of his 
studies. 

Ata very early period of the revolutionary contest, 
Dr. Currie appears to have entered the American army 
asasurgeon. In 1776 he was attached to the military 
hospital on Long Island, and subsequently at Amboy. 
During the whole course of his life, Dr. Currie evinced 
a very great degree of independence in his opinions and 
conduct. This was instanced in a very striking manner 
by his entering into the service of the revolted colonies. | 
His father was a decided tory, and viewed the opposi- | 
tion of the Americans to the authority of the mother | 
country, as a most unnatural rebellion.—He exerted 
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every means to persuade his son against entering the | 
army, or if bent upon this, to permit him to use his in-| 
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fluence to obtain for him a surgeon’s commission in an 
English regiment. Young Currie, however, was an en- 
thusiast in the cause of freedom, and notwithstanding 
the solicitations of his parent, he conceived it his duty 
to prefer the service of bis country, though replete with 
danger, toil, and privations, to that of her oppressors, 
with all its apparent advantages. 

On the termination of the war, Dr. Currie commenced 
the practice of his profession in the town of Chester, 
and soon after married. At what time he removed to 
Philadelphia, the writer cannot say, but is inclined to 
think it was previeusly to the year 1792, 

The visitation of the yellow fever in this and subse- 
quent years, gave rise to a very warm discussion as to 
the nature of the disease and its proper treatment ; in 
this controversy Dr. Currie entered with great spirit. 
He maintained the fever to be highly contagious, and 
as it was a favourite maxim with him that every disease 
should be treated according to the degree and impor- 
tance of the symptoms present in each individual case, 
he was strongly opposed to trusting its cure exclusively 
either to the lancet, purgatives, or mercury. He sup- 
posed, at first, that the disease was of foreign origin, 
and imported into this country by the sick, or in the 
holds or cargoes of vessels from sickly ports; subse- 
quently, however, he became convinced that the disease 
could be originated at home, by the emanations from 
vegetable and animal substances in a state of putrefac- 
tion, in conjunction with great atmospheric tempera- 
ture ; but that its propagation was owing to ccntagion, 
was a doctrine he always firmly maintained. To enu- 
merate all the publications of which he was the author 
upon the subject of yellow fever, is impossible—it is be- 
lieved that copies of all of them may be found in the 
libraries of the Hospital and Philadelphia Society. The 
doctor was extremely fond of satire, and we are sorry 
to say that he resorted to it for the defence of his opin- 
ions in many instances, in which facts were either want- 
ing, or directly opposed to him. 

The subject of the yellow fever, from the mortality 
attendant upon its first visitations in this country, ex- 
cited an intense interest among the medical men of Eu- 
rope, and the active@art which Dr. Currie took in the 
investigations and discussions in relation to it, led him 
into a very extensive correspondence with some of the 
most eminent physicians, particularly in London, Edin- 
burg, and the West Indies—the whole of this corres- 
pondence, we regret to say, was destroyed from the ne- 
glect or ignorance of the individual into whose hands it 
fell after his death. 

Under the title of ** An historical account of the cli- 
mates and diseases of the United States,” Dr. Currie 
published in 1792, a work of a somewhat novel, though 
at the same time highly interesting character. It pro- 
poses to present an account of the medical topography 
—the soil, climate, and epidemics, of each state in the 
} Union ; and a yiew of the methods of treatment which 
have been found most successful in these diseases 
which are intimately dependent upon location and cli- 
mate. Of course a plan so extensive demanded for its 
| proper execution an amount of local information and an 
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Ee 
extent of experience which could be possessed by no of one of our most successful practitioners, the coldness 
individual, whatever might be his talents or industry. with which it was received by the prefession, and the 
Dr. Currie did not, however, depend upon his own up | Neglectjinto which it has subsequently fallen, are not a 
assisted efforts—he requested information from medical | 4 little surprising. 
gentlemen settled in various states of the Union, and The last work published by Dr. Currie, was his **Ge- 
from their communications he obtained much interest- | neral View of the principal Theories er Doctrines which 
ing information. Nevertheless, the work as published | have prevailed at different periods to the present time.” 
in either its first or second edition can be viewed mere- | This appeared in the winter of 1815. It contains a 
ly asa collection of materials preparatory to an under- brief notice of the various opinions on the subject of 
taking such as was originally proposed. Ina country, | fever from the time of Hippocrates to that of Cullen. 
however, like our own, where improvement marches | The doctrines of the latter, and of Brown, Darwin, 
with such gigantic strides, a work calculated for the Wilson, Rush, and Gregory, are examined with some 
last century, however complete, would present little in- minuteness. The present work was intended as an in- 
formation of the present medical topography of any | troduction to ‘a more correct and satisfactory theory 
given situation. of fever,” which, however, the author never published. 
This historical account was soon after followed bya} In 1816 Dr. Currie lost his second wife, and a few 
Treatise on the Epidemic Bilious Fevers of Awerica. | days after her death, his eldest daughter. These events 
This work is still deserving of an attentive perusal. made a deep and lasting impression upon his spirits. 
His mind was observed from this period gradually to 
give way ; and in the course of about two years it sank 
into a state of perfect childishness, and so continued te 
the period of his decease in 1829. 

As a classical scholar, an erudite and experienced 
physician, and an extensive and successful practitioner, 
Dr.Currie commanded a high standing among his contem- 
poraries. Few were more deeply read in the works as 
well of the ancient physicians as those of a later date, 
and none evinced more industry in keeping pace with 
the improvements daily making in the different branches 
of his profession. As an author Dr. Currie was, how- 
eyer,never very popular. This was owing ina great mea- 
sure to the dry and clumsy style in which he wrote, 
and his decided opposition to the reigning doctrines of 

| the day in relation to the unity of disease, the non-cen- 
| tagion of fever, &c. 


In private life, Dr. Currie presented a truly amiable 
Dr. Currie was early elected a member of the medi- disposition. It must be acknowledged that in the 
cal and philosophical societies of this state, and was one warmth of conversation, his love for satire would lead 
of the original fellows of the Philadelphia College of | jim occasionally to place in a ludicrous light the foibles 
Physicians. In the transactions of this body, several | o¢ pis professional opponents, but for this he in some 
papers by him are to be met with. He was for many | measure compensated by always giving them full credit 
years a member of the Board of Health, and Senior | fo, whatever talents or estimable qualities they might 
Physician to the Magdalen Asylum. | possess. Throughout life he evinced a stern integrity 
In the commencement of 1811 appeared his “ View | which would never permit him to do injustice know- 
of the diseases most prevalent in the United States, | ingly even to the character of an enemy. 
with au account of the most improved method of treat-! Dr. Currie was a member and constant attendant up- 
ing them.” Dedicated to the Reverend Dr. Nicholas | on the ministry of the Episcopal Church. From some 
Collin. There is somewhat of a discrepency between | of its articles of faith, however, as already mentioned, 
the title of this work and its actual contents, for so far | he dissented; particularly those relating to the trinity 
from presenting a full account of the diseases most | and the eternity of future punishments. He was an at- 
prevalent in the United States, it notices but few of | tentive student of the Scriptures, with every portion of 
the diseases common with us, and several much less | which he was intimately acquainted. His constant habit 
prevalent here than in Europe. was to peruse a chapter in the Greek or English Testa- 
This publication was in fact intended as an experi- | ment each night previously to retiring to rest. 
ment to test the probable success of a much larger} Notwithstanding Dr. Currie had amassed considerable 
work, on the same subject, which the doctor had pre- | wealth, he was extremely plain in his dress and man- 
pared for the press, and which, had it appeared, would | ners, and strictly temperate in all things. 
have formed a complete American practice of medicine. | To those who were poor and deserving, his charity 
So far as it goes, the work we have noticed is one of | was always freely extended, as well in the form of pro- 
considerable merit, and when we consider that it em- | fessional services, as of pecuniary donations. 
braces the result of more than thirty years experience | Such isa brief sketch of the life and character of an 


Upon the discovery of the vaccine disease as a pre- 
ventative of the small pox, and its introduction into this 
country, Dr. Currie exerted himself strenuously to ex- 
tend its advantages, aud to remove the ridiculous preju- 
dices by which it was opposed, as well by the commu- 
nity at large, as by many members of the profession. 
To this intent he published one or two pamphlets set- 
ting forth the facts which the experience of Dr. Jenner 
and other English physicians had been enabled to col- 
lect in its favour. For the early receipt of these facts 
he was indebted to the correspondence of Drs. Pearson, 
Fothergill, and Lettsome. 


About the year 1795, Dr. Currie, having some time 
previously lost his first wife. married the widow of Dr. 
Busch of this city ; by this marriage he had four chil- 
dren, one son and three daughters—of whom twe only, 
a son and daughter, are now living. 
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individual, who. whether we consider his talents or his | and we are convinced that the people of the United 
virtues, was an honour to his native state. The neglect | States have deeply spmpathized with the French na- 


which has been shewn to his memory by those who have 
inherited his estates, by the medical profession, and by 
the several learned socicties of which he was a member, 
is truly unpardonable, 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 


According to Fahrenheit, in the shade, the tempera- 
ture of the weather at Mauch Chunk was as follows, du- 
ring the time specified. 














Dare. > & S e . 
1830 ae Oe ee: 
AUGUST. ™ ge r ee 
NX ° 
1 69 85 70 58 
2 65 79 74 
3 66 80 76 
4 55 §2 67 20 
5 } 59 81 77 
6 55 78 77 
7 67 89 85 
8 64 85 81 03 
9 65 78 73 
10 | 55 77 71 
11 52 79 77 
12 65 82 74 
13 50 72 
14 49 82 74 
15 61 84 77 58 
16 66 78 75 13 
17 66 77 71 
” 18 55 3 72 
19 51 78 76 
20 | 52 82 77 
21 56 81 76 
22 63 86 83 
23 61 91 86 
24 64 88 74 
25 60 76 71 
26 55 71 67 
27 53 88 77 | 
28 64 81 77 
29 56 71 78 40 
3 65 66 69 
3 55 75 73 





Between 5 & 7, A. M. 1852 is the number of degrees 
of the Thermometer during the month. 
Days. 
1852—31—594+- Between 5 and 7, A.M. 
2396+-30=79-+ At Noon. 
2327--31—75-4- At Sunset. 
— Days. 
213--3=71-++ Average. 4 
Quantity of Rain that fell, 


MILITARY MEETING. 


At a numerous meeting of the Orricrzs of the First 
Division ofthe Pennsytvanra Mititra, held at the 


Military Hall, in pursuance of public notice, to take in- 
to consideration the propriety of a parade of the Volun- 
teer Corps of the Division to celebrate the triumph of , 20] < 


Civil Liberty in France— 
Major General Capwataprr was called to the Chair, 
and 

Lieut. Colonel Morais, Inspector of Division was ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

The following preamble and resolutions, offered by 
Colonel Pac, were unanimously adopted:— 

Whereas, the recent revolution in France is of a cha- 
racter to gratify the heart of each lover of liberty, and 
cannot fail to be welcome to every friend of humanity; 


tion in their noble struggle for freedom, and feel that 
they have a great and solemn duty to perform in rela- 
tion tothat momentous event—a duty which they owe 
not only to themselves, but to France, their earliest al- 
ly in the darkest period of our history;—therefore be it 
by us, asa portion of that people, 

Resolved, That the courage of the citizens of France 
in the hour of battle is only equalled by their prudence 
in victory, and calis for the unqualified approbation of 
mankind. 

Resolved, That, regarding the achievement of the 
French as of vast importance to that nation and of im- 
measurable consequence to the whole human race, in- 
asmuch as it isa proof of the spread of liberal opinions 
and the firm footing which the principles of liberty are 
obtaining throughout the world,—we will celebrate the 
late glorious and auspicious event by a general parade 
of the Volunteers of the city and county of Philadel- 
»bia. 

Resolved, That the ‘‘tri-colored flag’’ be displayed in 
company with our national standard, as emblematic of 
the pure principles which gave origin to both, and as 
indicative of the fellowship we wish to maintain with 
the people which, in time of need, sent a LarayeTre to 
our aid, and revived the hopes of our almost despairing 
countrymen. 

The following resolution, offered by Major Perrit, 
was also unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That- as citizen-soldiers, we cannot but feel 
the liveliest satisfaction at the magnanimity, bravery 

| and forbearance manifested by the Nationai Guard, un- 
| der circumstances of extraordinary irritation and excite- 
ment. 


THOMAS CADWALADER, Chairman. 


Tuos. W. Mornis, Secretary. 


METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, 
Aveust, 1850.-KErT AT CHILISQUAQUE, BY J.P.SANDER- 















































SON. 
= Barometer. Thermometer|Atmosp. Variations. 
"1 9 429 | 3.19 )12)3| am. em. 
1 
2| 29 3| 29 3| 29 3| 69176 | 78] Clear | Cloudy 
3| 29 3} 29 3| 29 S| 68|75|72| Clear | Rain 
4\ 29 4| 29 4) 29 4) 68|75|80| Clear | Clear 
5] 29 5|29 5) 29 5|71)78|81| Clear | Clear 
61 29 6 | 29 6| 29 6} 68| 74 | 80] Cloudy | Clear 
7\ 29 6| 29 6) 29 5| 78) 82|85)| Clear | Clear 
8 
9} 29 5} 29 5129 5|71|75| 78) Cloudy | Sunshn 
10} 29 5129 5} 29 5|68)73)|78)| Clear | Clear 
11) <9 4| 29 4/29 4171)74)75! Clear | Cloudy 
12) 29 3| 29 4) 29 4) 70] 73 | 76| Cloudy | Clear 
138} 29 6| 29 6129 6] 63|681|73| Clear ! Clear 
14) 29 6} 29 6) 29 5| 64)70)74| Clear | Clear 
115 Rain 
| 16) 29 4] 29 3| 29 3] 71) 73] 71] Cloudy | Rain 
)17 29 3} 29 4| 29 41 64| 72] 74! Cloudy | Cloudy 
18} 29 5|29 5|29 6|60|67|73| Clear | Clear 
{19| 29 7129 7/29 7/ 61170176] Clear ! Clear 
29 7| 29 7| 29 6| 69|72)77)| Clear | Clear 
2 29 6/29 6} 29 6| 63|75)|78)| Clear | Clear 
| 22 
| 23} 29 6 | 29 6| 29 6| 73] 83] 89| Clear | Clear 
| 24) 29 6 | 29 6| 29 6| 75 | 84] 86| Clear | Clear 
} 251 29 6} 29 6| 29 6| 65|71)|75)| Clear { Clear 
} 26] 29 5| 29 5| 29 5| 62|67|74| Clear | Clear 
| 27) 29 5 5 | 29 5 | 60|67|73)| Clear | Clear 
| 28) 29 6 | 6} 29 6|72]78;81]| Clear | Clear 
| 30) 29 5 5 | 29 5| 67] 71 78 Cloudy | Cloudy 
{3 29 5 5 | 29 5|60|73 Clear | Clear 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL— 
1700 TO 1712. 
[ContTinvep From PAGE 155.] 
At a Council held at Philadelphia, 15th of 8th mo. 1702. 
The said representatives presenting themselves for 
the conference appointed by the Governor, in relation to 
the request they had made yesterday, that they might 
proceed according to the order of privileges, that is to 
say that the province separating themselves from the 
lower counties, seeing they would not meet them, the 
number of representatives fur each county in the pro- 
vince, should be advanced to eight, first represented the 
many inconveniencies that might ensue to the province 
by a separation, as that tobacco being chiefly their pro- 
duct & our principal returns in trade to England, should 
they be separated, and beeome different frem us that 
traffic would be so clogged and incumbered that it 
would be wholly lost to us, that it appeared by the pa- 
pers they had read, the proprietors rights to the said 
counties was under dispute in England, and that their 
inhabitants being ill effected, upon the provinces rais- 
ing themselves into a distinct assembly, would in pro- 
bability remonstrate to the Queen, that having hitherto 
been under the government of Pennsylvania, they were 
now rejected and thrown off and so became utterly des- 
titute of all form of Government, and therefore would 
pray the Queen to take them into her immediate pro- 
tection, which would be the readiest means utterly to 
defeat the proprietary of what he was endeavouring for | 
in relation to them in England, that the proprietary had 
presented tothe Queen, a memorial for her approba- 
tion of the L’t. Governor, the result of which (as by his 
letter he declared) he speedily expected to hear which 
approbation, because the lower counties were under 
dispute and the inclinations of the court were now to 
weaken as much as they cuuld, rather than to strength- 
en theproprietary claim’twas very probable would come 
to the government of Pennsylvania alone which would 
complete their desire effectually and become the act of 
the Queen herself, and the province be exempt from 
blame—upon all which, the government told them, 
theyjudged it would be prudent injthem todefer their ap- | 
plication fora separation till those matters were brought | 
to some issue, and till we could hear further of them from 
England. ‘The government further added that seeing 
the election and sitting of the assembly was to be b 
charter which required the first to be on the first of 8th 
and the last on the 14th of the same month, he could 
not see how an addition could be made to the number, 
as they desired till the first of the 8th should return in 
course again. To all which some of the chief of the 
said Representatives replied, that the royal grant from 
the King to the proprietary was only for the provinces 
bounded 12 miles northwards of Newcastle, that it was 
on that grant or charter only the severs] first purchasers 
of land from the proprietary embargoed and that they 
expected the privileges of it accordingly, that they had 
always hitherto by being yoaked with the lower coun- 
ties instead of enjoying the liberties they expected by 
the royal charter, been perplexed and confused so that 
nothing for the provinces and theirreal good could ever 
be advanced. That they had long groaned under the 
hardships of it, and now an opportunity by the proprie- 
tary grant being put into their hands to ease themselves 
of those troubles, they judged themselves obliged to 
make use of it for their own safety and quiet for the 
future, that delayes might at this juncture prove dan- 
gerous. Revolutions and changes having often so un- 
expectedly come upon governments of which even this 
was once an instance by Col. Fletcher, and therefore 
they requsted they might not he deferred for the en- 
creasing the number might probably be done by the 
Governor’s writts and there could be no difficulty there. 
But the Governor still pressing to the Representa- 
tives the unreasonableness of such a rupture upon the 
several arguments aforesaid, and that there could not 
possibly be any danger of deferring their application for 












some time, especially till they could find a means to do 
it more honourable and with less blame from the lower 
counties, who would complain they were thrown off 
without notice or warning. The whole was further dis- 
oursed and at length concluded, that a free conference 
»etween the members of Council only and the said Re- 
presentatives should be appointed and accordingly it 
was appointed to be held that evening, upon which the 
Representatives withdrew. 

And the Board entering into consideration what heads 
would be chiefly necessary to be debated and what ar- 
guments used, it was resolved, that the members of 
Council who were to manage at the said conference 
should propose. That, whereas, the memhers of the 
lower counties in the last assembly, when the Pro- 
prictary granted the said Charter, seemed not to regard 
or accept of it, for which reason it is most probable, 
they had made no election. And, whereas, some per- 
sons of the said counties since the Province had elected, 
have declared that had writs been sent to their sheriffs 
as is usual they would have elected together with the 
Province. 

Tothe end it may not appear, that the Province doth 
designedly throw off and separate themselves from the 
said counties without any cause given on their sides, it 
will therefore be highly for the justification of the Pro- 
vince (should they proceed) as well as justice to the 
said counties, that they have an opportunity of appear- 
ing given them, that measures may be better concerted, 
and that should they refuse or neglect to choose or send 
up members, the Province will then be clear, and that 
from hence no manner of inconveniency can be imagined 
to ensue, for so small a time as may be sufficient to is- 
sue writts, appoint a time of election, and know their 
resolutions. And further, that the members of Council 
press with all earnestness, the arguments that have be- 
fore been used and endeavour to convince them, that 
notwithstanding the practises of some who appearing 
their friends, would impose upon them and lead them 
to confusion, the Governor and Council neither have 
vor possibly can have any other scope in these debates 
with them their truest and most real advantage, 
all being embarked onthe same bottom. And then 
adjourned till ten in the morning. 


At a Council held at Philadelphia 16th 8th mo. 1702. 

Present—Andr. Hamilton, Lieut. Governor, 
Edw’d. Shippen, | Themas Story, 
John Guest, Caleb Pusey, 
Sam’|. Carpenter, | J. L., Secretary. 

Those members of this Board who according to the 
order of yesterday had confetred with the Representa- 
tives concerning the effects that might ensue upon a 
separation, reported to the Governor and the other 
members of the Board. That in pursuance of the said 
order, they had a conference with the Representatives, 
and had pressed the argument, la-t night resolved on, 
to the best advantage, upon which the said Represen- 
tives seemed willing further to deliberate upon what 
was proposed when all mett together. 

This Board entered further into the consideration of 
what measures could be taken to prevent « separation, 
upon which having spent some time it was at length 
resolved to leave the whole, untill it should appear 
what the Representatives would propose er conclude 
on, 

POSTMFRIDIEM. 


A message from the Representatives desired te know 
when they might be allowed to wait upon the Gover- 
nor, to which answer was given that they might forth- 
with, 

The Representatives elected to serve in Assembly for 
the Province appeared before the Governor and Council 
and in return to the arguments used and the proposal 
made to them by the members of Council, Jos. Grow- 
don in the name of the rest declared. 
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That having spent some further time in consideration | met at Samuel Prez’s, to desire their attendance on the 


of what had been proposed to them, the Representa- 


Governor. After some delay, those of the Province ap- 


tives had come to this further resolution, viz. That the | peared, but none of the Territories, of which the Go- 
Province and Territories, having long acted in conjunc- | yernor enquired the reason. 


tion, and the Charter which impowered them to sepa- 
rate being new and not yet sufficiently proved, ther@- 
fore they were of opinion and had resolved that it would 
be safer to take some further time to deliberate upon 
it, and thereupon did request the Governor, that they 
might be adjourned for a month or the like space for 
an opportunity to know the minds of those that had 
chosen and sent them. 

The Governor and Council approved their request, 
but desired to know whether this was offered in com- 
plyance with the proposal made to them, viz. that there 
might be time given for an opportunity of calling the | 
lower counties by writ also, to act in conjunction with 
them. But waving the question, they replied that what 
upon mature consideration they had concluded on, they 
had now delivered, and had not agreed to say any thing 
further on that head. That it was not proper for them 
to consult or direct what methods were most advisable | 
for the Governor in that case to take. They only had 
to request, that they might have liberty to defer their 
sitting fora month longer, or as the Governor should 
think fit, not much exceeding that time. With which } 
the Governor concurring, be was pleased to dismiss 
them to meet again at Philadelphia, the 16th of the 9th 
mo. ensuing. 

And thereupon it was ordered, That writs should be 
forthwith issued to the sheriffs of the three lower coun- | 
ties, to elect four members for each county on the 2nd 
of the 9th mo. next, to meet at Philadelphia, the 16th | 
day aforesaid, and by advice of the Board, a form of a} 
writ was prepared, and then adjourned to the said day. 





At a Council held at Philadelphia, 16th 9th mo. 1702. 
Present—Andrew Hamilton, Esq. Lieut. Governor. 
Edward Shippen, | Thomas Storis, | 
Samuel Carpenter, | Capt. Finney, 
William Clark, J. L., Secr’y. 

The Governor informed the Board, that such of the | 
members of the lower counties, chosen in pursuance of | 
his writs, as were come to town, had made their appear. | 
ance before him this afternoon, and that upon discourse 
with them, they had given it as their sentiments—That | 
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We adopt fromthe New England Farmer a letter from 
Peter S. Du Ponceau, Esq. of this city to H. A. S. Dear- 
born, Esq. of Massachusetts, prefaced by some perti- 
nent remarks of the latter gentleman. Just as is the repu- 
tation of our venerable townsman for profound learning 
in the walks of jurisprudence and letters, and highly 
appreciated as are his works in both departments, we 
doubt whether any act of his life will reflect more credit 
upon his character, than his unwearied labours to pro- 
mote the cultivation of silk. No hope of personal benefit, 
no prospect of aggrandizement could have induced his 
exertions. Theyseem to be purely and solely for the 
good of the country. In establishing a /i/ature in this 
city, exclusively for the objects of detaining Mr. D’Ho- 
mergue in the United States till the next session of 
Congress, and of testing the price which our raw silk 
will command in the marts of England, France and 
Mexico, he has proved himself an ardent patriotic Ame- 
rican. We quote his own language as to his pecuniary ex- 
pectations; “I expect no profit from this undertaking;as 
far as I can judge, on the contrary, there will be a not in- 
considerable loss; but it is not profit that I have in view. 
Experience in every thing must be purchased. I have 
fixed a sum which | am willing to lose, and which 
Ishall not regret, ifthe country is to be benefited by it?” 
His interesting letter will contribute to awaken the at- 
tention of farmers and others to the cultivation of the 
mulberry, as well as impress upon all, engaged in rais- 
ing the silk-worm, the importance of becoming ac- 


they could by no means at this time set in conjunction; _~ . .: ur . 
with ion Semesnemaiesn chosen by the Scien sian | quainted with the art of reeling the silk from the co- 


said Representatives being chosen by virtue of a Char- | coons. We know how to sympathise with the feelings 
ter, but they of the lower counties by writs a consider-| of Mr. Du Ponceau at the prospect which the disclo- 





able time after, to which the Governor having answered, | 
that this proceeded only from their neglect of electing 
at the time the Province had done in pursuance of the | 
Charter of Privileges—They replied and insisted, that | 
the said Charter was never received by the members of 
the lower counties and therefore they thought them- 
selves no ways affected with it. That they not having 
received it, it could not be expected they would elect 
in pursuance of what had no virtue among them, and 
that he had told them it was signed by Jos. Growdon, 
Speaker, by order of the House, of which they being a 
part, it was equally obligatory upon them as the rest, 
but they answered that the Speaker signed that Char- 
ter at the Council Board and therefore, they were no 
Houseiat that time, nor could he sign it by their order 
till such—Moreover, that those members of the lower 
counties who attended with them withdrew at the pro- 
posal of the said Charter and therefore were not con- 
cerned with it. The Governor added that he had used 
many arguments with them to show their mistakes as 
to their first objection, of being called different ways. 
But as to the other matter of fact, he could say nothing 
to it more than he believed, Jos. Growdon, the Speaker, 
could not be guilty of so ill a thing, as to sign fully in 
the name of the House, what he had no orders for.— 
All which being discoursed of, it was at length resolved, 
That a message should be sent to the Representatives 


sures of every day render brighter, of this business of- 
fering a source of great national advantage and individu- 
al wealth, 





We thank our correspondent for his biographical 
sketch of Dr. Currie. It will give us pleasure to be 
able to acknowledge similar contributions from other 
pens. 





The verses on Wyoming, by B— C—, possess 
merit. His pronunciation of the name, is sanctioned by 
the better usage. 





Our readers may expect, from time to time, some 
curious and entertaining articles taken from the ar- 
chives of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. The 
Council of that institution, at its late meeting, kindly in- 
structed the publishing Committee to place at the dis- 
posal of the Editor of the Register, certain communica- 
tions and documents of great value. The papers allu- 
ded to are very various in their character,and have been 
accumulating since the origin of the society in 1825. 
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